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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Art Unit: 3671 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 19-22 and 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Halferty et al (US 6,109,823). 

Regarding claim 19, Halferty discloses a manhole comprising: 

a) a manway defining a manhole as shown in Fig. 2, 

b) a cover, seen as cover (31) in Fig. 2, being hingedly attached to the manway, 
seen as the hinged connection (36) in Fig. 2, 

c) the cover including a hinge frame assembly, seen as hinges (34), 

d) a seal seen as seal (50) in Fig. 2, 

e) a pin seen as hinge pin (36) in Fig. 2, 

f) a locking and sealing assembly being provided adjacent to the cover, seen as 
locking mechanism (39) in Fig. 2, 

g) the locking assembly including a locking and sealing element, seen as the 
thread rod (41) and hand wheel (42) and associated parts in Fig. 2. 

Regarding claim 20, Halferty discloses a threaded locking post seen as thread 
rod (41) in Fig. 2, which is moveable relative to the hinge frame assembly and the 
cover. 
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Regarding claim 21 , a groove in the seal is seen as groove (49) in seal (50) in 

Fig. 2. 

Regarding claim 22, the hinge pin (36) is provided between the hinge frame 
assembly and the manway and secures the hinge frame assembly to the manway. 

Regarding claim 27, a mounting flange adjacent the cover is seen as mounting 
flange (38) in Fig. 2. 

Regarding claim 28, a bolting flange adjacent the manway is disclosed by 
Halferty as outer bolting flange (19) in Fig. 2. 

Regarding claim 29, Halferty discloses a gasket seen as gasket seal (53) in 

Fig. 2. 

Regarding claim 30, Halferty illustrates the mounting flange (38) bolts to the 
mounting bolt flange (19) in Fig. 2. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexandra Pechhold whose telephone number is (703) 
305-0870. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. from 8:00am to 
5:30pm and alternating Fridays from 8:00am to 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas B. Will, can be reached on (703)308-3870. The fax phone number 
for this Group is (703) 305-3597. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to/the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703)308-1113. /) // 
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